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Lehmkuhl This is a well-known book that is published from popular publisher. Seen form the author, it can
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17 of 18 people found the following review helpful.
The Best Fantasy Art Book in the World
By Yaniv Gal Gitelis
This is an amazing book. Everyone I know who have it thinks so. The book is full with colourfull paintings
of fantastic places, caracters, heros, dragons, animals, settings, planets, continents, miths, episodes, and the
like. For enyone who likes colours and heroic images. Fantasy at its best: Fantasy as Fantasy. Many painters
have contributed their best works to this volume. I have looked to find a copy of this book for more then ten
years, and could not find one. It is a book from the 70's, and is out-of-print by now. But still it influenced me
to paint the walls in my appartment in deep-blue. The book title that mentions "Icarus", the mithical hero
who tried to fly to the sun and burned his artifitial wings when he approached it, reveals the philosophical
framework that gives the book its artistic unity as a hole. The questions are not possed as simple propositions
or statements, but rather in picturesque language that springs right out of our archytipal unconsiousness. It's
content is more about dreaming than about reality, and still, it posses questions about our cosmogonies,
astronomies, science, technology, culture, gender, humanity, power, evolutional history and psychy.
"[Fantasy] art is a lie that tell the truth" (Picasso). Art is at its best when it posses important questions, and
find the technical tools to deal with them. This book certainly satisfies these two requirements.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Seventies SciFi/Fantasy Illustration
By rampageous_cuss
I succumbed to an outburst of Roger Dean nostalgia recently and bought this book and the "Dragon's Dream"
app. I regret the latter, and KIND of regret the former. Don't get me wrong, all the art is at least very good.
However the book is kind of pretentious and I'm not crazy about a lot of the pieces included - "Once Upon a
Time" is a better selection of fantasy art for the era imho (and it includes Brian Froud and Pauline Ellison.) I
wish I'd spent the money on another Dragon's Dream publication, like "The Album Cover Album," the
"Dragon's Dream" book, or "The Studio" instead.



"Flights of Icarus" is a late-seventies collection of the work of 32 artists, some fave raves of the era, others
unknown to me, anyway. It's the size of an old LP cover, as it was intended to be sold on racks at record
stores back in the day. The 130-odd mostly full-page illustrations are collected into eight sections or
"Moments" (FALL & FLIGHT, LEVIATHANS, LEGEND, XANADU, NOWHERE, TIME, SPACE, and
ORACLES,) each Moment being prefaced with two pages of progressive-rock style philosophy by Donald
Lehmkuhl - lists of weighty aphorisms like "Existence glides from fire to water, from water to fire" or
"Nature specializes in failures. Only god is right the first time."

Roger Dean contributes five pieces to the collection, all collected elsewhere: DRAGON, PATHWAYS,
FLIGHTS OF ICARUS (the cover illo,) GREENSLADE SEA, and RELAYER. Chris Foss, Jeffrey Jones,
Michael Kaluta, Alan Lee, Syd Mead, Bruce Pennington, Barry Windsor-Smith (one fantasy illo,) and Berni
Wrightson (two dinosaur pictures) all contribute a few pieces. Other artists include Patrick Woodroffe and
Una Woodruff, Ian Miller, and Jim Fitzpatrick.

I certainly wouldn't recommend this over, say, Dean's famous "Views" or it's later sequel, "Magnetic Storm."
FoI is worth a look, but I think if you're looking for good examples of these artists' work, you're better off
with individual collections like Mythopoeikon, Eschatus, or Faeries.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Great collection
By Shelly Robertson
Years ago, in college, I was introduced to this book. The art is great and the book is well laid out. A true
visual experience.
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